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November 4, 2019

Dear parent of a Robotics Club member,

We have had a really great kick-off to our first full year as a Robotics Club at Nampa Christian High School!  We are really excited about the year, and the things the Lord has blessed us with already this year.  Below are some items that we would like you to be aware of.

1. November 21st: Mandatory Competition at Weiser.  This is a Thursday, and we would miss school all day this day.  We would leave school on a bus at 6:30 a.m. and be back at around 5:30 p.m.  This will be our very first competition and having all three of our robots competing here will ensure that we do not have to repay the VEX foundation for the two grants that they gave us this year.  (If we buy one robot that competes, VEX gave us a second robot because we have a team with 50%+ ladies!  Then they also gave us one robot because it is our first year with VEX.  All three robots must compete in order to not have to repay VEX, so this is the day we will fulfill that obligation – yay!)  We realize that emergencies can happen that hinder participation, and some students do not like missing school (me either!), but this will be our most important event all year, so we would like 100% participation from the teams for this event.

2. We have received a $2,000 grant from NNU to purchase our own practice field!  The Lord also blessed us with a donation from Mad River Plumbing Inc. of $1,000 just when we most needed it for a third team!  We would also like to thank the Bobst family and the Edmonds family for their financial support in getting the club off the ground.  A huge thank you also goes out to Mr. Knudsen, Mrs. Dunstan, Mrs. Kerr, and Mrs. Gonzalez for their dedication to attending club events, and recently Mr. Funk and Mrs. Steele for their support in the concessions stand and at club meetings!  It is fun to be part of a team, and these people are a great boost to morale!  And the invitation is still open to anyone else!

3. We have a website!  www.nchsrobotics.com.  We are trying to make links to our calendar and to our concessions sign-ups from this site.  We need parents to help.  If you would like anything else on the website as a parent or mentor, just let us know and we will make that happen for you!  Each team is also working on setting up a website for their own robot, so stay tuned!  In the club we all have different positions, so we are training website designers, computer programmers, electrical and mechanical engineering skills, leadership and teamwork skills, and Sarah Senner has even put her cooking skills to work to provide cookies for our Wednesday meetings!  Anyway, with all of these positions, our mentors certainly stay busy encouraging and guiding our members.  Feel free to come watch build day some time!

4. T-shirts!  We are getting a club t-shirt to wear while we travel to competitions, and each team is thinking of getting their own team t-shirt!  We anticipate the shirts to be $15, but this is not a fund raiser, so if it is less, we pass the discount back to you!

5. Even better news!  We have decreased the club fees from $350 to $200!  In order to letter in robotics this year a student must attend 80% of the official meetings, participate in a minimum of 2 competitions, and contribute $200 through fund raising or other means to the club for things like robot parts, travel expenses, etc.  We were really excited to see that we have so many people joining that we could actually reduce the fees necessary to make this year successful!

Thank you again for your support of the Robotics Club!  I hope this information is helpful for you!  Attached is a travel permission slip for your student’s November 21st competition.  We would also appreciate your prayers, as all of us are brand new to the VEX robotics thing!

Working with you to make Christlike disciples in the nations … and at the High School,

Dave Kerr  (dkerr@nampachristianschools.com) and your Robotics Leadership Team

VEX Robotics competition

Student: __________________________________________________
Thursday, November 17th, 6:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
I give my student permission to attend the Weiser VEX Robotics Competition.
Parent / Guardian: __________________________________________
Emergency contact phone number: _____________________________

Please also sign the VEX form.  This talks about them being able to take our pictures and not being responsible if we stub our toes on the robotics equipment.  You only have to do this once for the whole season.









Feel free to keep this portion for yourself -----------------------------------------------------------------------------


Venue/Location: 
Weiser High School
690 West Indianhead Road
Weiser, Idaho 83672
United States

Contacts:

Nampa Christian:
Dave Kerr (teacher) (208) 697-4027
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Weiser:
Jon Lundberg Lundberg
Title: Teacher
Email: lundbergj@weiserschools.org 
Phone: 208-230-0916 
Event Day Phone: 208-230-0916 


Dave Davies
Title: Principal
Email: daviesd@weiserschools.org 
Phone: 208-414-2595 
Event Day Phone: 208-414-2595

Agenda
7:30 Doors open, registration open, pits open
8:00 Inspection starts
8:45 Practice matches
9:45 Opening ceremonies and event meeting
10:00 Qualifications, skills challenges and judging
12:00 Lunch
1:00 Qualifications, skills challenges, and judging
2:30 Qualifications end, skills challenges end
2:45 Alliance selection
3:00 Eliminations
4:00 Awards
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